In our search for fungal metabolites with antibiotic activity against methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), we have isolated three different setin antibiotics from several different fungi-the previously reported equisetin (2)1) and trichosetin (3),2) and a novel setin-like compound (1) from OSI 50185. Like the known setin antibiotics, cissetin (1) is active against several Grampositive organisms,2-5) but it is most notable for the atypical cis ring fusion in the octalin portion of the molecule.
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Cissetin (1) was isolated from OSI 50185 as a white foamy powder for which positive ion detection HR-FAB-MS suggested a molecular formula of C23H33NO4 [m/z, found 388.24893 (M+H)+, calcd 388.24892]. In contrast to reports of the NMR data for the setin class as extremely broad and ill-defined,1-5) 1 gave crisp, clean 1H and 13C NMR spectra in CDCl3 at ambient temperature (Table 1) In the 1H NMR spectrum it was noted that the octalin 2.58ppm) were deshielded by 0.3 and 0.95ppm, respectively, relative to those of all previously reported setins.1-5) Additionally, the small coupling of -3.5Hz between these protons indicated that they were oriented equatorially and could not be disposed trans to one another at the ring junction. Thus, cis relative stereochemistry at the octalin ring junction-previously unobserved in the setin antibiotics-was postulated. Support for this assignment was garnered by comparing the 1H NMR spectra of muurola-4,11-diene (4, cis ring junction) and cadina-4,11-diene (5, trans ring junction).6) The ring junction protons of compared to those of 5 for which no non-vinylic signals appear above 1.99ppm.7)
As in the previously reported setins, the saturated cyclohexane ring adopts a chair conformation, and the axial assigned based both on coupling constants (JH ax-Hax -12Hz; see The placement of the hydroxyethyl group on the heterocyclic ring was straightforwardly made by observation of tidy, isolated interactions in both the heteroand homonuclear correlation experiments (Table 1) . Furthermore, NOEs were observed between the N-Me C-5' has been observed,1,3) the relative stereochemistries of the chiral centers of the tetramic acid moiety were not determined. The biological activity of cissetin (1) was assessed relative to that of equisetin (2) 
